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Marriage and the family are in crisis. In October 2015, 
a Synod of Bishops will meet in the Vatican to discuss this 
important subject. In preparation for the event, eleven 
Cardinals from around the world have written powerful 
essays on some of the problems to be discussed: the challenge 
of providing adequate marriage preparation in a secularized 
world; the need for evangelization and conversion; the rela-
tionship between charity and truth; the situation of divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics; and the demands of authentic 
pastoral care. 

The authors understand that doctrine and pastoral ministry 
are not opposed to one another. They carefully steer a wise 
and merciful course that engages genuine concerns, while 
avoiding false compassion, which compromises both truth and 
authentic love. 

This book serves as both a concise introduction to the forth-
coming Synod and a helpful guide to applying Christ’s teach-
ing to the pastoral care of families. Long after the Synod, these 
essays will remain valuable for anyone wanting to understand 
and to proclaim the Gospel of the Family.

The contributing Cardinals are Robert Sarah, Carlo 
Caffarra, Baselios Cleemis, Paul Josef Cordes, Dominik 
Duka, Joachim Meisner, Camillo Ruini, Antonio María 
Rouco Varela, Willem Jacobus Eijk, John Onaiyekan, and 
Jorge L. Urosa Savino.

POINTS OF INTEREST

• Eleven prominent Cardinals from various 
countries around the world present insightful 
essays on crucial issues about marriage and 
family

• They carefully steer a wise and merciful pasto-
ral course that engages genuine concerns and 
pastoral needs

• Serves as both a concise introduction to the 
forthcoming Synod and as a very helpful guide 
to Christ’s teaching and the Church’s tradition 
and pastoral practice concerning marriage and 
family life


