IGNATIUS CRITICAL EDITIONS FEATURES
Ignatius Critical Editions feature the editorial and critical work of
accomplished professors of literature and scholarly commentators.
Each book includes an extensive scholarly introduction and
several essays of contemporary criticism. Many of the books also
include essays of classic criticism by renowned, trusted critics of
the past.

Ignatius Critical Editions also feature detailed, updated annotation. While the explanatory notes in many older critical editions
can often frustrate readers, the annotation in the Ignatius Critical
Editions is comprehensive and understandable. Readers can enjoy
clear, reliable explanations, written in straightforward, modern
prose. Scholarly, readable, and attractive, Ignatius Critical Editions
are perfectly suited for teachers, students, and serious readers of
every sort.
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The Ignatius Critical Editions
represent a tradition-oriented
approach to great books and
classic literature, as opposed to
the more ideological approach of such
series as the Norton Critical Editions
and Oxford World Classics.

EDITORS & CONTRIBUTORS
Joseph Pearce, the Series Editor of Ignatius Critical Editions, is
the author of numerous acclaimed biographies of major literary
figures including William Shakespeare, Alexander Solzhenitsyn,
G. K. Chesterton, J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, Hilaire Belloc,
and Oscar Wilde. He is a Writer in Residence and Professor of
Literature at Ave Maria University, Executive Director of Catholic
Courses, Editor of Sapientia Press, and Co-Editor of The Saint
Austin Review.
Guest Editors include:
• Michael D. Aeschliman, Professor of Education
at Boston University.
• Clinton Brand, Associate Professor of English
at the University of St. Thomas (Houston, TX).
• Scott E. Goins, Professor of Classics
at McNeese State University (Lake Charles, LA).
• Jill Kriegel, Ph.D., English, Palm Beach Atlantic University;
instructor, St. Joseph’ Catholic School, Greenville, SC.
• Trevor Lipscombe, Director of The Catholic University
of America Press.
• Eleanor Bourg Nicholson, Assistant executive editor
of Dappled Things, assistant editor for the Saint Austin Review.
• Mary Reichardt, Professor of Catholic Studies
at the University of St. Thomas (St. Paul, MN).
• David Williams, Kennedy-Smith Chair
of Catholic Studies at McGill University in Montreal.
• Barbara H. Wyman, Instructor of English and Latin
at McNeese State University.

ICE STUDY GUIDES
ICE Study Guides are constructed to help the reader achieve a
level of critical and literary appreciation befitting the works themselves. Ideally suited for students themselves and as a guide for
teachers, the ICE Study Guides include the following features.
Introductions situate the reader in the work, historically and
otherwise. Summaries give an overview of chapters and sections.
Key Moments and Themes and Points to Ponder are addressed
to train the students’ careful attention to important parts and ideas
in the text. Text-level Questions test the students’ knowledge of
the narrative. Higher-level Questions test the students’ ability to
discern themes and correlations in the work itself, and their ability
to critically evaluate these in terms of literary merit and wider
significance.

Guest Contributors include:
• Raimund Borgmeier, Professor Emeritus
of English literature, University of Giessen, Germany.
• Crystal Downing, Professor of English and Film Studies
at Messiah College.
• Anthony Esolen, Professor of Renaissance Literature
at Providence College.
• Robert C. Evans, I. B. Young Professor of English
at Auburn University at Montgomery.
• Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Director of the
Augustinian Institute at Villanova University.
• Richard Harp, Chair of the Department of English,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
• David Lyle Jeffrey, Distinguished Professor
of Literature and Humanities at Baylor University.
• Fr. Joseph T. Lienhard, S.J., Professor of Theology
at Fordham University.
• Fr. David Vincent Meconi, S.J., Assistant Professor
of patristic theology at Saint Louis University.
• Louis Markos, Professor in English and Scholar in Residence
at Houston Baptist University.
• Susan Nicassio, Professor of History
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.
• R. V. Young, Professor of English
at North Carolina State University.
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Ignatius Critical Editions • Edited by Joseph Pearce

Edited by acclaimed literary biographer Joseph Pearce, the Ignatius Critical Editions
ensure that traditional moral readings of the works are given prominence, instead
of “politically correct” readings, which often dominate other series of classic works.
Ignatius Critical Editions enable educators, students, and other lovers of good literature
to buy editions of great works without having to “buy into” an ideological agenda.
The series is ideal for anyone wishing to understand the great works of Western
civilization, enabling the modern reader to enjoy these classics in the
company of some of the finest teachers of literature alive today.

COMING SOON
Confessions, by Augustine of Hippo
The Canterbury Tales, by Geoffrey Chaucer
Metaphysical Poets, by Donne, Crashaw, Herbert, Marvell, etc.
Romantic Poets, by Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Byron, etc.

BULK ORDERS
Special pricing is available to make ordering for the classroom or
your reading group more affordable. Discounts range from 20-52%,
depending on quantity ordered. Call toll-free 1-800-651-1531.
School teachers and administrators ordering for their school can
call toll-free at 1-866-431-1531. Visit the ICE website for details.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:

www.ignatiuscriticaleditions.com

“Tradition is the extension of Democracy through time; it is the proxy of the dead and the enfranchisement of the
unborn. Tradition may be defined as the extension of the franchise. Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure
of all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the small and arrogant
oligarchy of those who merely happen to be walking about. All democrats object to men being disqualified by the
accident of birth; tradition objects to their being disqualified by the accident of death. Democracy tells us not to
neglect a good man’s opinion, even if he is our groom; tradition asks us not to neglect a good man’s opinion, even if
he is our father. I, at any rate, cannot separate the two ideas of democracy and tradition.” — G. K. Chesterton
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Moby Dick by Herman Melville. A sea adventure, a study of evil,
and a cast of fascinating characters—Moby Dick is all of this and
more. Based on the author’s experiences as a sailor, Herman Melville’s probing look into the human heart has been read and analyzed
from every angle, including the most absurd. The tragic tale is looked
at afresh in this Ignatius Critical Edition, which examines the background and other writings of Melville.

Hamlet by William Shakespeare. Arguably Shakespeare’s finest and
most important play, Hamlet is also one of the most misunderstood
masterpieces of world literature. “To be or not to be”, may be the
question, but the answer has eluded many generations of critics. What
does it mean “to be”? And is everything as it seems to be? This edition
will help many people truly see the play and its deepest meaning in a
new and surprising light.

Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë. This is one of the classic novels of nineteenth-century romanticism. What was Emily Brontë’s
intention? Were they iconoclastic? Were they feminist? Were they
Christian or post-Christian? Who are the heroes and the villains in
this dark masterpiece? Are there any heroes? Are there any villains?
This critical edition includes new and controversial critical essays by
some of the leading lights in contemporary literary scholarship.

The Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius. This was one of the most
popular and influential works of the Middle Ages. Boethius composed
it while awaiting the death sentence for treason in prison. In the Consolation, Boethius explores the true end of life—knowledge of God—
through a conversation with Lady Philosophy. Part prose, part poetry,
the work combines Greek philosophy and Christian faith to formulate
answers to some of life’s most difficult and enduring questions.

ICE:MD-P...725 pp, Sewn softcover, $11.95
Study Guide: ICES:MD-P...48 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:H-P...317 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:H-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:WH-P...445 pp, Sewn softcover, $9.95
Study Guide: ICES:WH-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:CP-P...304 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:CP-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. “Star-crossed” Romeo
and Juliet are Shakespeare’s most famous lovers. Given the tragic
ending of the play, what does Shakespeare illustrate about his teen
protagonists: Are they the hapless victims of fate, or are they responsible for the poor choices they make? Is their love the “real thing”, or
is it self-indulgent passion run amok?

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. In true Faustian tradition this novel tells the tale of a young man who sells his soul to
the devil in return for youthful immortality, only to discover that the
“devil’s bargain” is no bargain at all. “What does it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” When Dorian Gray is
asked this question he knows the answer. He has learned his lesson
the hard way and has destroyed the lives of others into the bargain.

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. This is, according
to many critics and fond readers, the great American novel. As Huck
and Jim float down the Mississippi and encounter all manner of people and situations, and as Huck struggles mightily with his conscience
concerning Jim, the novel strongly invites a moral and religious perspective. Full of vibrant characters, intriguing regional dialects, and
down-home good humor, the novel also hits Americans in one of their
greatest and on-going sore spots: the fraught issue of racism.

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens. True charity permeates
Dickens’ novels and ultimately drives the characters either to choose
regeneration or risk disintegration. Pip—symbolic of the pilgrim convert—gains both improved fortunes and a growth in wisdom, but as
he acquires the latter, he must relinquish the former. As we travel with
Pip, we find that Dickens leads us to an acceptance of worldly limitations and an anticipation of final salvation.

ICE:RJ-P...288 pp, Sewn softcover, $5.95
Study Guide: ICES:MD-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare. Seemingly irreconcilable
forces are at work in this great play: fate and free will, the changeableness and stubbornness of ambitious men, the demands of public
service and the desire for private gain. The major characters—Caesar,
Brutus, Cassius, and Mark Antony—are complex, as are the twists
and turns of their fortunes. The questions raised are relevant in every
age, whether ancient Rome, Elizabethan England, or our own day.

ICE:PDG-P...311 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:PDG-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:HF-P...414 pp, Sewn softcover, $9.95
Study Guide: ICES:HF-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:GE-P...711 pp, Sewn softcover, 11.95
Study Guide: ICES:GE-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95
Gulliver’s Travels by Johathan Swift. This is one of the greatest satirical works ever written. Through the misadventures of Lemuel Gulliver, Swift exposes many of the follies of the English Enlightenment,
from its worship of science to its neglect of traditional philosophy
and theology. Swift’s satire on the threats posed by the Enlightenment
makes this priceless reading for today’s defenders of tradition.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen. Austen was arguably the finest
female novelist who ever lived and this is arguably the finest, and certainly the most popular, of her novels. However, its profound Christian morality is all too often missed or wilfully overlooked by today’s
(post)modern critics. Yet Austen saw the follies and foibles of human
nature, and the frictions and fidelities of family life, with an incisive
eye that penetrates to the very heart of the human condition.

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne. A key figure in the
development of American literature, Hawthorne was also profoundly
influenced by his ancestors and the Christianity that formed their Puritan heritage. This literary classic presents a profound meditation on
the nature of sin, repentance, and redemption, and on how such Christian concepts may be integrated into American democracy.

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane. Crane described his
novel as a “psychological portrait of fear.” His realistic narrative is
based on stories told by Civil War veterans. While those accounts
tended to focus on the external action of warfare, the young newspaper reporter aspired to illustrate the internal experience of the soldier. In a sense, modern American fiction begins with Crane’s masterful, impressionistic depiction of Private Henry Fleming under fire.

ICE:PP-P...439 pp, Sewn softcover, $9.95
Study Guide: ICES:PP-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:SL-P...309 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:SL-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

King Lear by William Shakespeare. One of the most popular of
Shakespeare’s plays, this is also one of the most thought-provoking.
It turns on the practical ramifications of Christ’s words that we should
render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s and unto God that which is
God’s. This edition includes new critical essays by some of the leading lights in contemporary literary scholarship.

The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare. This is probably
the most controversial and misunderstood of Shakespeare’s plays. Is
it a comedy or a tragedy? Who is the real villain of the trial scene? Is
Shylock simply vicious and venomous, or is he more sinned against
than sinning? Can the play be described as anti-Semitic? These questions and many others are answered in this critical edition.

Mansfield Park by Jane Austen. This novel about ordination and
family delves into questions of the upbringing of children, of conservative values, of parental authority, of the place of romantic love, of
the tension between propriety and sophistication, and of the dangers
of undue familiarity outside the family circle. It unerringly displays
the depth of Austen’s wisdom, especially in her understanding of the
spiritual, psychological, and cultural complexities of morality.

ICE:JC-P...240 pp, Sewn softcover, $5.95
Study Guide: ICES:JC-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:GT-P...451 pp, Sewn softcover, $9.95
Study Guide: ICES:GT-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens. Set during the French Revolution, this classic novel expresses sympathy for the downtrodden
poor and their outrage at the self-indulgent aristocracy. But Dickens is
no friend of the vengeful mob storming the Bastille and cheering the
guillotine. As always, his passion is for the unforgettable individuals
he creates. The sorrows of the suffering masses, their demands for
justice, and the indiscriminate fury they unleash take flesh in Madame
Defarge, while the self-sacrifice that is the truest means of atonement
and rebirth manifests in the unlikely hero Sydney Carton.

ICE:RBC-P...296 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:RBC-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:KL-P...367 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:KL-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:MV-P...274 pp, Sewn softcover, $5.95
Study Guide: ICES:MV-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:MP-P...591 pp, Sewn softcover, $11.95
Study Guide: ICES:MP-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

Dracula by Bram Stoker. Often vacillating wildly between the terrible and the comic, Dracula at the same time brings to life a host
of compelling themes: tensions between antiquity and modernity; the
powers and limitations of technology; the critical importance of feminine virtue; the difference between superstition and religion; the nature of evil; and, perhaps most compellingly, the complex relationship
between ancient faith and scientific enlightenment.

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. This is among the most influential
and controversial novels of the nineteenth century; it is also one of the
most misunderstood and misinterpreted. This critical edition contains
tradition-oriented essays by literary scholars that serve as an antidote
to the poison that has contaminated the critical understanding of this
classic gothic novel.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe. First published in
1852, this monumental work is now being reexamined by critics,
scholars, and students. Stowe’s Tom is American literature’s first
black hero, a man who suffers for refusing to obey his oppressors.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin is a living, relevant story about the cruelest forms
of injustice and the courage it takes to fight them.

ICE:D-P...592 pp, Sewn softcover, $11.95
Study Guide: ICES:D-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:UTC-P...689 pp, Sewn softcover, $11.95
Study Guide: ICES:UTC-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

Loss and Gain by John Henry Newman. This novel about a young
man’s intellectual and spiritual development was the first work
Blessed John Henry Newman wrote after entering the Catholic
Church in 1845. The story describes the perplexing questions and
doubts Charles Reding experiences while attending Oxford. A former
Anglican clergyman who was later named a Catholic cardinal, Newman wrote this autobiographical novel to illustrate his own reasons
for embracing Catholicism.

ICE:TTC-P...536 pp, Sewn softcover, $11.95
Study Guide: ICES:TTC-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:F-P...320 pp, Sewn softcover, $7.95
Study Guide: ICES:F-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

Macbeth by William Shakespeare. Arguably the darkest of all
Shakespeare’s plays, Macbeth is also one of the most challenging. Is
it a work of nihilistic despair, “a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and
fury, signifying nothing”, or a cautionary tale warning of Machiavellianism and relativism? This critical edition explores Macbeth as a
morality play, as a history play with contemporary relevance, and as a
drama grappling with the problem of free will.
ICE:M-P...237 pp, Sewn softcover, $5.95
Study Guide: ICES:M-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

ICE:LG-P...432 pp, Sewn softcover, $9.95
Study Guide: ICES:LG-P...32 pp, Sewn softcover, $3.95

