Grade 8 Ch 18 Activity
Read the below Saints. Speak about how these Saints can be prayed to for help. Ask the student to pick one of these Saints to pray to for their vocation to marriage if that is the vocation they are called to fulfill. 

Saint Adelaide of Burgundy (Patron Saint of Second Marriages) 
Saint Gengulphus of Burgundy (Patron Saint of Difficult Marriages) 
Saint Joseph (Patron Saint of Married People) 
Saint Monica (Patron Saint of Married Women) 
Saint Priscilla (Patron Saint of Good Marriages) 
Saint Rita of Cascia (Patron Saint of Difficult Marriages) 
Saint Thomas More (Patron Saint of Difficult Marriages) 
Saint Valentine (Patron Saint of Happy Marriages) 

Saint Adelaide of Burgundy (of Italy) is the patron saint of second marriages. She was a princess who married Otto the Great, the Holy Roman Emperor. Empress Adelaide was very popular with her people and became a much loved queen and one of the most prominent European women in the tenth century. Her first husband, Lothair II, the king of Italy, died of poisoning. Towards the end of her life, this great empress retired to a convent in Alsace, where she spent her remaining days leading a life of prayer. 

Saint Gengulphus is the patron saint of difficult marriages. Unwilling to shame his unfaithful wife, he sought a life of solitude in his castle in Avallon. Unfortunately, he was murdered by his wife’s lover. 

Saint Joseph So much can be said about St. Joseph. As the husband of the Virgin Mary and father-figure to Jesus, Joseph is clearly an important source of intercession for married people. He had the deepest respect for his wife, the Virgin Mary, and led a life of service to her and young Jesus.

Saint Priscilla is often mentioned with her husband Saint Aquila. St. Priscilla and St. Aquila were friends with St. Paul and important early Christian martyrs. They supported early Christians by supplying their home as a place for Christians to meet and worship. They are mentioned seven times in the New Testament in the book of Acts and in St. Paul’s letters. St. Priscilla is the patron saint of good marriages. 

Saint Thomas More is a famous Catholic saint who stood up to Henry VIII in defense of the Catholic Church’s teachings on marriage. King Henry VIII of England wished to divorce his wife and marry another woman, but he was unable to obtain the Pope’s blessing. St. Thomas More was tried and unjustly convicted of treason for not acknowledging the king as the head of the Church of England. He would later be martyred for his faith and loyalty to the Church. Despite the fact that he is the patron saint of difficult marriages, he enjoyed two happy marriages, one to his beloved wife Jane Colt who died at a young age, and later to a widow named Alice Middleton. It was the difficult marriage of Henry VIII that earned More the patronage of difficult marriages, not his own life as a husband. 
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