[bookmark: OLE_LINK112][bookmark: OLE_LINK113][bookmark: OLE_LINK116]	[image: ]CCD GRADE 8: OUR LIFE IN THE CHURCH 
Chapter 1: Christ’s Abiding Presence 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 2-10
Materials: Bibles
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	The Church, founded by God, guided by the Holy Spirit, and run by humans, continues the mission of Jesus. 
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Jesus founded his Church and called the Apostles to be the leaders
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]Peter is head of the Apostles
· Successor to the Apostles are the Bishops
· This is found in scripture Matt 16:18-19
· The Church has a structure
· Jesus gave us this structure because he knows we would need it
· He promised to be with us always
· This is Christ’s Church
· The Church is divine in her origin and life
· We are human members, made so at our Baptism
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _GoBack]Talk about other organizations that are structured, what is the purpose of the leadership of those organizations? How do you become members? Show similarities to the Church, but point out the difference (divine). 
· Activity: Take time memorizing Matt 16:18-19 or Go through the structure of the church and talk about who is in what role Pope>Bishop>Pastor>associate pastor (go back to the future)
· Short (approx. 45 sec.) Videos on St. Peters Square, St. Peters Basilica, and Vatican City http://vatican.com/videos/st_peters_square_in_vatican_city ​
· http://vatican.com/videos/st_peters_basilica ​ 
· ​http://vatican.com/videos/vatican_city 
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Close with a prayer, pray for each of the member of the Church's Magisterium, universal and local. Ask for the Holy Spirit to continue to guide the Church and its members. 
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