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Chapter 25: God’s Mercy and Forgiveness

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 306-08, 312
Materials: Diagram of God’s relationship with man, heavy backpack and paper for writing.
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	God is all just, but he is also all merciful and all loving. God always loves the sinner and waits for him to return through repentance and conversion.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· God is merciful and offers forgiveness to the repentant sinner. L1
· Examples of Jesus’ mercy for sinners
· God’s justice and God’s mercy are one because God is simple.
· Jesus taught us to love sinners and hate sin. L2
· The difference between a person and his actions
· Jesus calls us to conversion, to turn away from sin and turn toward him
· All Christians are called to do acts of penance.  Penance includes almsgiving, works of charity, and prayers. L4
· 
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Discuss what is needed for conversion. You can demonstrate sin by having a student take small steps away from a crucifix (representing God) for venial sins and face away from the crucifix and take large steps for mortal sins. Emphasize that God never leaves us, but we move away from him when we sin. Conversion requires not only turning around, but stepping
· Diagram of Eucharist and Reconciliation in God’s relationship with me, heavy backpack activity, or writing about a time students needed to forgive or be forgiven (background music).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Forgiveness of Sins – Video Catechism, (https://youtu.be/X8YlR6_C3vc) 
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy together.
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