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Chapter 18: The Rite of Baptism 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 218, 222-225  
Materials: Rite of Baptism
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Baptism. In this chapter, the students will discuss why water is used in this Sacrament and will study how the rite is carried out today.  
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· Brainstorm/discuss the questions in the Begin section on teacher manual p. 218 (see slide 2). 
· The flood, the parting of the Red Sea, and the crossing of the Jordan are examples of how the water of Baptism was prefigured in the Old Testament. (L1)
· Discuss these stories, explaining the significance of water in each.
· In groups, have the students look up these stories in the Bible, if time allows.
· Explain the symbols used in the Rite of Baptism.
· Water signifies that we have been cleansed from sin.
· Chrism oil signifies that we share in Christ’s threefold ministry as priests, prophets, and kings.
· The candle signifies that we have received Christ who is the light of the world. 
· The white garment signifies that we are pure and clothed in Christ. (L1,L3)
· An exorcism is a special Catholic ceremony that drives away the devil and destroys his influence. (L3)
· Exorcism occurs within the Rite of Baptism. 
· Read the prayer of exorcism with the students (see slide 11). This prayer casts out Satan and calls the Holy spirit to dwell in the person.
· Godparents help raise their child in the Catholic Faith. (L4)
· Discuss the godparents’ role and how parents go about choosing godparents for their child. 
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Discussion: Begin lesson by discussing water, its functions and why it is used in Baptism. 
· Activity: Renew Baptismal promises
· Video: “The Symbols of Baptism” discusses the symbols and power of Baptism http://safeshare.tv/w/qAusiVHXRv
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· [bookmark: _GoBack]Renew Baptismal promises with the students as an activity and closing prayer.
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