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Chapter 14: Faith, Hope and Charity

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 168,170-175
Materials: None
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	Virtue is a habit of doing good.  We have natural and supernatural virtues.  We must practice virtue.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109][bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]Natural virtues are attained by repeating good acts.  Supernatural virtues are given directly by God. (L1)
· Explain the difference between natural and supernatural virtues.  Give examples for each.
· Discuss the analogy: virtues are like muscles for the soul.
· Faith, hope and charity are theological virtues.  They come directly from God and help us to live for Him. (L1)
· Faith is the virtue by which we believe in God and in all that He has revealed to us through the Church. (L2)
· Discuss the cross is a symbol of faith.  Jesus’ death on the cross looked like a failure, but He won the greatest victory over sin and death on the cross.
· Discuss the life of Saint Padre Pio: a model of faith (see Teacher’s Manual p. 171).
· Hope is the virtue by which we trust in God and His promises. (L3)
· Discuss the anchor as a symbol of hope.  An anchor settles firmly in the bottom of the sea and keeps the boat secure amidst storms and waves.  The hope of eternal life endures even while the believer may struggle with life challenges.    
· Discuss the life of Saint Clare: a model of hope (see Teacher’s Manual p. 173).
· Charity is the virtue by which we love God above all and our neighbor for love of God. (L4)
· Discuss the heart as a symbol of charity.  We strive to love God and others from the heart. 
· Discuss the life of St. Francis of Assisi: a model of charity (see Teacher’s Manual p. 175).
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Analogy: virtues are like muscles for the soul; Saints’ lives make these virtues more tangible.
· Activity: Write a “game plan”. Choose one of the theological virtues to practice this week. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Video: Life of Padre Pio (2 min. 38 sec.).  http://safeshare.tv/w/TuNcOpyfkZ  
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Pray the Acts of Faith, Hope and Love (see last two slides in PowerPoint).
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