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Chapter 1: Knowing God through Creation 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 5-6, 8
Materials: http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions/do-animals-have-souls-like-human-beings
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


The human person is made up of a body and a soul. We know God through the use of our reason and through the gift of divine revelation.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK104][bookmark: OLE_LINK105][bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Saint Thomas Aquinas gives five proofs for the existence of God. (L1, p. 5)
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]These proofs are found in the Summa Theologiae Part 1, Question 2, Article 3.
· These proofs use human reason to prove the existence of God. 
· Man is composed of body and soul. The soul is rational and has the powers of intellect and free will. (L2, p. 6)
· The human body is what it is (a human body) because of its union with the soul.
· Animals and plants have material souls. Human persons have spiritual souls. Human persons are the only creatures in the material world with a rational and immortal soul. (See website above for further explanation.) 
· Man can come to know God through use of his reason and through the gift of divine revelation. (L3, p. 8)
· Man knows God through reason (ex. Aquinas’ 5 Proofs and observing the order and design of the universe)
· God reveals himself to man through: creation, his written Word, the Word made Flesh (Jesus) and Sacred Tradition.
· God protects this revelation by the Magisterium of the Church. (L3, p. 8)
· The Church has a sacred duty to protect the deposit of Faith.
· The Magisterium is made up of the Pope and the bishops in union with him. 
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Discussion Questions: How do you know that God exists? Can you prove God exists?   
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Activity: Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair Up
· http://vimeo.com/4313226: this video helps explain the First Mover proof by showing an intricate domino arrangement.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Closing prayer: Act of Faith
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