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Chapter 9: Citizenship-Rights and Duties 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 85-87
Materials: paper and pencil for each student
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	We each have certain responsibilities to the state, but we should follow God’s law above all else.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]A state is a group of people united under the same government-any kind of government.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]The state’s authority comes from God.
· The state’s goal is to promote what is truly good for all its members, leading them to true freedom in God’s law.
· [developing the point]
· We all have a duty to follow the state.  We contribute to society by paying taxes, following all just laws, and we also can have a duty to make the state what we think it should be by voting.
· If civil authorities command us to do something that violates God’s law, we must obey God and not the state.
· St. Thomas More
· If something is legal, it does not necessarily mean that it is moral.
·  Patriotism is love of one’s country
· Wealthier and stronger countries have a responsibility to help poorer and weaker nations and to uphold the dignity of all people.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Ask the kids for examples of laws that are just and why it’s best that we follow them.
· Review the definitions of legal and moral.
· Give examples of things they can do right now to support the government and voice their opinion. 
· Have each student write down the top 5 things they think they need every day.  Have each student read their list out loud.  Notice how we all have many needs that are similar.  Discuss how we can work together as a state to fill those needs. 
· Kid President - How To Change The World (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU) – talks about how we all can change the world, one small act at a time
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Close with a prayer for our country.
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