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Chapter 8: In the Heart of the Family 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 72 and 73 (Chalk Talk)
Materials: paper and pencil for each student
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	The Fourth Commandment tells us to honor all those in authority over us, especially our parents.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]The Fourth Commandment asks us to honor our parents.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]Parents have certain duties to perform for their children, and children have certain duties to perform for their parents.
· There is no way to fully repay our parents for all they have done for us.
· We honor our parents when we obey them, love them, listen to them, don’t keep secrets from them, take care of them as they grow old, etc.
· We are also called to honor all those in authority over us such as clergy, teachers, and coaches.
· The family is an important group in society.  It is there that children first learn what love is.
· There are many forces in our society that weaken the bonds of family life and even threaten to destroy it.
· The Holy Family should be our model for family life.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Have the students give examples of duties that parents have to their children and that children have to their parents
· Have the students think about how much their parents have done for them, especially when they were unable to take care of themselves.
· Discuss how marital love reflects the unity of persons in the Holy Trinity (Chalk Talk).
· Discuss what life might have been like for the Holy Family. 
· Have each student reflect and write a short letter to their parents/family members thanking them for all they do. 
· 38 Hours (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INmsh0tZ5uA) – A short film showing the love a father has for his son.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· End with a prayer of thanksgiving for all of our families.
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