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Chapter 29: Passage into Eternity 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 339-349
Materials: letter or card supplies for each student
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


Each of us will die at some point.  We do not know when that will be, but we can trust in God’s mercy because He sent His only Son to suffer, die, and rise from the dead so we can live forever with Him.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Death is the separation of the body and soul.  It is a consequence of original sin.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]When we die, the body is left without any life, but the soul was made to live forever.
·  God gave us His very own Son to take the penalty of death upon Himself to redeem us from sin.
· We do not know the time of our death, but we can prepare for it by:
· Developing a spiritual life of prayer and the Sacraments
· Living according to God’s will and keeping His commandments
· Knowing and loving God through the study of our Faith
· Above all, we should serve God generously, not measuring everything with the minimum required by law.
· At the moment of death, Jesus will judge our thoughts, words, deeds, and the good we failed to do.  This is called the Particular Judgment.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Emphasize that death is normal; we will all have to face death at some point.  It isn’t something to be scared of. 
· Talk about someone, maybe a saint, who has died in peace, knowing they lived a good life and trusting in God’s mercy.
· Give the students time to each write a letter or make a card for somebody at a local nursing home.  Encourage the students to offer to pray for them. 
· Eternal Life (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mx5faKXbHxI) – shows the students the importance of living a good life right now because we don’t know when we will die
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· End class by praying the prayer for the dead. Pg 361 in Teacher's Manual 
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