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Chapter 12: Charity toward All 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 114 and 117
Materials: a Bible
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	The Fifth Commandment calls us to love all people, including our enemies.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Jesus asks us to love our neighbors as ourselves and also to love our enemies.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]We should love all people because we are all made in the image and likeness of God.
· When we love our enemies, that doesn’t mean that we have to feel this love toward our enemies, but we do have to have goodwill towards them, not seeking vengeance or wishing bad things to happen to them.  Love is a choice.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Yelling at someone, calling someone names, and unrighteous anger or hatred are also against the Fifth Commandment.
· Rather than seeking revenge on those who have hurt us, we are called to forgive them.
· Jesus even forgave the people who crucified him.
· Scandal is a fully conscious and deliberate bad example or encouragement meant to lead another person into sin.
· It is probably the worst of all sins because it endangers someone else’s eternal life.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Ask the students if they can think of any examples of actions that would hurt another person emotionally or spiritually.
· Emphasize that we all have human dignity because we are all made in the image and likeness of God. 
· Give examples of things we can do to love our enemies, and explain that it isn’t easy but it’s what Jesus asks us to do.
· Explain when anger can be just. (e.g. Jesus in the Temple)
· Divide the class into groups of 6.  Read the story of The Good Samaritan out loud, explaining the cultural context, and have each group prepare a skit to share with the class that tells the story in a modern setting.
· Mother Teresa – Revolution of Love (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsS8tOPPHwc) – Mother Teresa discusses the importance of loving all people, starting at home.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· End with the Act of Love.
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