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Chapter 10: Church Authority – Our Fathers in Faith 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 93-94
Materials: notecards with the names of the hierarchy
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


The Church’s mission is to save souls and teach all men the truths of the Faith.  Jesus gave the pope the authority to guide the Church in her mission.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Jesus founded the Catholic Church and gave it the mission to save souls and to teach all men the truths of the Faith.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]Jesus gave the pope (starting with St. Peter) the authority to rule the Church on His behalf.  This is why the Pope is called the Vicar of Christ.
· The Magisterium is the teaching authority of the Church and is made up of the Pope and all the bishops in union with him.
· The Hierarchy of the Church: Pope, Cardinal, Bishop, Priest, Deacon, Laity
· The Five Precepts of the Church
· To make sure that the Faith is taught correctly and the gospel preached to all without error, the pope has the authority to declare what is to be taught.
· The Catholic Church is also unified through the Sacraments.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Discuss the picture on the first slide and how Jesus made Peter the first pope by giving him the keys to the kingdom.
· Review who each of the people in the hierarchy of the Church are (e.g. the name of the pope, bishop, pastor)
· Discuss how the precepts are there to help us grow in holiness, not just as more rules.
·  Tape a piece of paper with the name of one of the members of the hierarchy of the Church to each student’s back.  Tell them they will have 5 minutes to figure out who they are by asking yes or no questions to their classmates (without using any of the names of the hierarchy)
· The Rock of St. Peter (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSgKTGyrREA&list=UU9Gin8zVjjzywF_sW9fkODA) – Discusses how Jesus gave the keys to St. Peter and why he was called the rock.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· [bookmark: _GoBack]End with the Apostle’s Creed.
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