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The Bible:  God’s Word of Love

1. Where did the Bible come from? 
Did it drop out of the sky?
	
· There were many writings of the apostles and early saints.  Who had the authority to decide which ones were inspired by the Holy Spirit? (Hint: Who did Jesus leave in charge when He went back to Heaven?)  
___________________________________________

· Many writings are not included, such as: 
· Acts of Andrew
· Gospel of Barnabas
· Gospel of Peter
· Acts of Thomas 

2. The Council of _______________________________!  (No, it’s not named for an animal!)

· Hippo is a city in _____________________________.

· St. _________________________________, a very famous saint for his conversion to the Faith and his love for and teaching about God, lived 

there with his mother, St. _____________________________.

· The Council of Hippo was a gathering of the _______________________ 

and ___________________ of the Church to decide which books would be included in Sacred Scripture. 

Remember:
	The Bible was made for you and me
		at the Council of Hippo in 393! 
3. 
What is the Bible?
 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A ________________ (set of books) _________________ by the Holy Spirit to 

communicate God’s ___________________ and _______________________ to man.
· ___________________________ is the Author, but He used 

__________________ authors to communicate His message. 

· Old Testament (__________):  The time _____________________ Jesus to prepare for the Savior

· New Testament (__________):  The time ___________Jesus, the Savior, 

and the __________________   ______________________

		46 and 27, Old and New, you see. 
			So the books in the Bible are 73. 
4. The Bible is God’s Word 

· How did God speak to man in history?
· Abraham
· Moses
· Saul, St. Paul

· The greatest Word God ever spoke is…
	
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the ____________________ and the Word 

was _________________ God and the Word ______________________ God.” 

5. The Bible is God’s Word …but not His only Word. 
· Christianity is not a religion “of the book”

· _________________________________ = to reveal, to show
	
· How does God reveal Himself now?
· Sacred Scripture (____________________________)

· Sacred Tradition (____________________________)

· How is this revelation safeguarded or protected? 
· Magisterium (____________________________)

· Remember, who gave them the authority to do this? ____________

6. How is the Bible arranged? 

· Old Testament: ____________ books

· New Testament: ___________  books

· Each book is assigned chapters and verses
		
	                Genesis 	18:	      42


	_____________	____________	______________


7. Sword Drills 
· “God’s word is ________________ and effective, sharper than any two-edged 

________________.”  Heb. 4:12

· God’s Word, the Bible, is a weapon to fight off _________and teach us truth.

· I will write a Bible reference on the board:
· Bibles shut, hands off
· When I say “Go” you look up the passage.
· If you are the first to find it, stand up and start reading aloud.  If you are correct, I will say “Stop.”
· Everyone else keep looking and stand when you find it, but don’t read aloud.
· I may ask the one who found it first to give the page number and/or to read aloud.
 
· Practice
· Hebrews 1:1-2
· I Thessalonians 2:13
· 2 Timothy 1:13-14
· Psalm 119:105
· John 12:47
· John 6:63
8. 
Uses of the Bible 

· Read to understand the ____________________ of our Faith

· Read to learn about the life of ______________ and the early ______________

· Read to learn how to live __________________________lives

· Pray with and learn to listen to God the ________________________, 

     __________________ or the _____________________ speaking to our hearts.

· “lectio divina” = _________________  reading 

9. Listening to God’s Word 

· Lectio Divina 
· Choose a Scripture passage, especially a story.
· Sit comfortably in a quiet place.
· Pray to the Holy Spirit to open your heart.
· Read a sentence or two, stop and think about it.  Let the Holy Spirit tell you what it means for your life right now.  Read another line or two and stop again to reflect.
· If it’s a story, read through it, then close your eyes and imagine yourself there.  Pretend you are watching a movie about it.  What do you learn from it? 

· Lectio Divina - practice
· “Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart.”
· Read Matthew 14:22-33
· Close your eyes and imagine you are Peter.
· I will retell the story as you pretend you are there.
· See, hear, touch, taste, smell.
· What did Jesus teach you about your faith?
· Journal about your experience. 



		Name: _________________________
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Books of the Old Testament 
(Prepare for the coming of Christ)

    Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.  The first five books of the Bible are called Torah, or Pentateuch, you see.
Joshua, Judges, Ru--th, Samuel, Samuel,
and Two Kings.  Two Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther and Two Maccabees.
   Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Song of Songs, Wisdom, Sirach (That’s Ecclesiasticus!).
    The prophets:  Isaiah and Jeremiah,
Lamentations and Baruch.  Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah.  Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah 
and Mal-a-chi.

Books of the New Testament
(Gospels = Life of Jesus
Acts, etc. = how to live like Jesus)

    Matthew and Mark and Luke and John,
Acts, Romans, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, First and Second Thessalonians.  
     First Timothy, Second Timothy, Titus, Philemon and Hebrews, James.  
     First Peter, Second Peter, Three Johns, Jude and Revelation!
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