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Chapter 30: The Communion of Saints 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


Teacher’s Manual: pp. 363-373
[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials: Student textbooks, activity books, Saint books or printed articles/life stories, websites
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	God’s Church, or family, is made up of the saints (souls in heaven), the souls in purgatory, and the members of the Church on earth. These souls are what we call the Communion of Saints.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109][bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]People who live with God in heaven after they die are called saints.
· Saints got to heaven because they:
· Loved God
· Obeyed His commands
· Accepted trials and suffering
· Always asked forgiveness when they sinned
· 1. Death is the beginning of eternal life. L1
· Purgatory is a place for people who loved God and died in friendship with Him, but still need to be purged of venial sins they committed.
· Everyone in purgatory will eventually be in heaven
· We can help souls in purgatory to get to heaven sooner by praying for them, offering sacrifices for them, and having Masses said for them
· The saints in heaven, the souls in purgatory and the members of the Church on earth belong to the Communion of Saints
· We are God’s family and we can help each other get to heaven.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· Background knowledge: Do you know anyone in heaven? How do you feel when you think about someone close to you dying? If this has happened to you, how did you feel when it happened? Have you been to a funeral? What do you remember? What did you see/hear/feel?
· Ask students how they can be saints: how can they love God, follow His commands, etc.
· Activity: Saint Presentations
· Video: https://youtu.be/VI9MXHTapkc Video on the life of Pope Saint John Paul ll. The first three minutes tell about his life and pontificate, the last two are about his declining health and death.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· Closing prayer: Prayer for the Poor Souls in Purgatory
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