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Offertory Box

Materials: shoebox with lid, construction paper, tape, markers, slips of paper to write on, pens/pencils

1. Cut a slit into the lid or side of the shoebox. This is where offerings will be inserted.
2. Explain to students that the class is going to make an Offertory Box. Like we offer bread and wine, which become the body and blood of Jesus, at Mass, we can offer other gifts to God, which we will put in the Offertory Box.
3. Decorate the outside of the shoebox. This will become the offertory box.
a. Option 1: Supply pieces of construction paper for each student to decorate separately, then have them tape their contribution onto the shoebox. 
b. Option 2: Provide materials and let students work together to decide how to decorate the box. 
4. Ask students to think about some gifts or talents they have been given by God.
5. Pass out slips of paper. Direct students to write down at least one gift or talent they have.
6. Explain that we can offer our gifts and talents to God. Model by using your own talent as an example. Read it aloud, fold it, and place it in the Offertory Box.
7. If possible, have the Offertory Box taken up during Offertory at Mass. Students can do this, or you can carry it.
*If it is not possible to do during a Mass, take students to the chapel and present it before the altar. You may read each gift out loud and pray with the children, saying “We offer this/these gift(s) to the Lord.”

**Another option is to keep the Offertory box in the classroom for a few weeks, reminding students to add gifts as they think of them. Then you can present it as a class.
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