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CHAPTER FOUR
THE TEACHING CHURCH
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Creeds: 185-97 Mystery of Faith: 42, 50, 158, 206, 230, 234, 237, 1066
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Ecumenical Councils: 884 Relation between Tradition and Holy Scripture: 80—83,
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Fathers of the Church and Catechesis: 8 Revelation: 51-73
Holy Spirit as Interpreter of Scripture: 109-14, 137 Revelation of God as Trinity: 23848, 261-64
Inspiration and Truth of Scripture: 105-8, 136 Revelation of God’s Plan of Salvation: 51-53, 68
Heritage of Faith Entrusted to the Whole Church: 84, 98 Sacred Deposit of the Word of God: 78, 80-84, 95
Magisterium of the Church: 85-87, 100 Sensus Fidei: 889, 911
Dogmas of Faith: 88-90 Stages of Revelation: 54-55, 6970
Fathers of the Church: 8, 688 Ways of Knowing God: 31-38, 4648, 286
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Scripture References

[ God’s Revelation: Eph 1:4-5; 1:9; 2:18; 2 Pet 1:4

Deposit of Faith: 1 Tim 6:20

Summary of Lesson Content

Lesson 1 Lesson 3
-~ -~ N
Public revelation began with Adam and Eve and ended As Catholics, we are blessed with Fathers and Doctors of
with Saint John the Evangelist. the Church. Church Fathers are holy teachers of the Faith
from the first eight centuries AD. Church Doctors are
The sacred deposit of the Word of God was inspired by saintly theologians and teachers of any century.
God and entrusted to the Church. There is one deposit of
the Word of God, and from it flow Sacred Scripture and Popes have also written documents on the Faith. Some of
el ek S these documents are decrees from among the Fathers and
the teachings of Christ, called encyclicals.
The sensus fidelium is the testimony of what the faithful
have believed over the centuries and what saints have
thought, meditated upon, and believed.
\ N J
Lesson 2 Lesson 4
r -~ N
The Apostolic Fathers were instructed by the apostles. The deposit of Faith was completed with the death of
Saint John; however, our understanding of the deposit of
Creeds are formulations of the Faith, written as summaries Faith has developed over the last two millennia. This
for the faithful transmission of the Faith. growth in the Church’s understanding is called the devel-
opment of doctrine, which is the gradual unfolding of the
Ecumenical councils (gatherings of all the bishops in meaning of the truths Christ has revealed to us.
union with the Pope) are called to clarify Church teaching.
N N J
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH

LESSON ONE: REVELATION

Aims Materials
e ™ e ™
The students will learn that public revelation began with * Activity Book, p. 13 Optional:
Adam and Eve and ended with Saint John the Evangelist. * “Glorious things of thee are
spoken,” Adoremus
They will learn that the sacred deposit of the Word of God Hymnal, #563
was inspired by God and entrusted to the Church. There is
one deposit of the Word of God and from it flow Sacred
Scripture and Sacred Tradition.
(& J (& J

Begin

Tell the students a story about how you became a religion
teacher and why you enjoy teaching. Instruct the students to take
out a paper and pencil and write about what you told them. They
may share with one another to be sure the information they
record is accurate. Explain how you gave them the entire oral

report (Tradition) and they recorded it as accurately as they could
(Scripture). As well-written as their reports may be, we may dis-
cover more information (such as how you told the story, your
intention in telling the story, etc.) through discussion with the
teacher/class (Magisterium).

CHAPTER 4

The Teaching Church

They asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly,
and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God.”

“This gospel way fo be the source of all
svimg frete g moral discipiine, This was
feriflantfy dowe: i wae dooe by the aposiies
wie e an, by e spoken word of thelr
precchivg. by the exomple they gave, by the
iresriniions oy extehiished, who they them-
selves hod received ™ (I8 T

As we have already seen, Our Lond lefi o
the Chaarch the dhepaosit of Faith. His final com-
mand to the apostles was to teach all that he
had instructed them. He relied on his apostles
and their successors to carry his message o
the world. This is made known 10 us woday
through the living voice of the Charch—the
Pope. the bishops, the pricsts—even the laity.
Each of these conveys 1o us the message ol
Christ, especially the clergy, who are, by their
office, the representatives of Christ. The
Church bases her teaching on the deposit of
Faith revealed 10 us by God. Belore we look at
the source of this teaching we shouald first con-
sider what i meant by revelafion.

‘What I's Revelation?
Revelation lterally means to “draw back
the veil” or io sncover, God is primarily o mys-
tory 1o us. On our own we can kave only a lin-

Luke 20:21

med knowledge of him. However, (e has un-
veiled some of the mysteries about himself so
that we might come 1o know amd love kim. He
has helped us 10 know who he is and what he
expects of us.

I ofher words, revelation is the communi-
cation by God wo man of the truths about him-
s¢lf that he wanis man 1o know bat that man
coukl mever uncover on his own. These truths
are known as doctrings or teachings of our
Faith.

Ciod diid not reveal these tnaths abowt him-
sl all a1 omce but only gradually with the
passing of lime, The process of public revela-
tion began with Adam amd Eve and ended
wilh the death of the last apostle, 51 John

The first phase of God's revelation cam be
fosand in the Odd Testament. Because this reve-
lation took place ||,'|||;';- before ihe birih of
Christ, we call it “pre-Christian™ revelatson. [
wig leok af the Odd Testamend, we can see that
Giod gradually revealed more about himsell
as the centurics passed,

This revelation was completed when God
fully showed himself 1o us by becoming man
and living among ws. This phase is known as
“Christian™ revelation, It contains the truihs
revealed by besus Chrst to his apostles. These

P

Develop
e ™
1. Read paragraphs 1-11. Jesus Christ to his apostles. These truths include the most
important mysteries of our Faith. Among them are the Trinity,
2. Define revelation. Revelation literally means “to unveil” the Incarnation, and the Eucharist.
something. God revealed himself and his teaching to man
because we could not have discovered these truths on our own 4. The Word of God is inspired by God (and perfectly revealed in
(in time and without error). Just as a teacher explains things Christ, who is the Word made Flesh). It has been communicated
clearly to his students to help them learn and understand, God to us in two ways:
reveals himself so that we can understand. God revealed himself * Sacred Scripture: the Word of God put down in writing under
gradually through salvation history and perfectly in the Divine the breath of the Holy Spirit
Person of Jesus Christ. * Sacred Tradition: the entirety of the Word of God entrusted to
the apostles by Christ and the Holy Spirit
3. The first phase of revelation occurred in the Old Testament. These two sources of revelation are closely connected and
It is called “Pre-Christian” revelation. During this time, God must be kept together for proper understanding of the truths
revealed his existence as the one true God. He also revealed his  of God and their faithful transmission. The Word of God is
plan for salvation. This phase of revelation was fulfilled in entrusted to the Teaching Church, called the Magisterium (the
God’s perfect revelation of himself in becoming man (Jesus Pope and the bishops in union with the Pope), to safeguard and
Christ). Christ’s coming began what is known as “Christian” faithfully transmit it to God’s people.
revelation. Christian revelation contains the truths revealed by
N y
Reinforce Conclude
e ™ e ™
1. Have the students work on Activity Book p. 13 (see 1. Teach the students to sing “Glorious things of thee are spo-
Teacher’s Manual, p. 47). ken,” Adoremus Hymnal, #563.
2. Give the class time to work on the Memorization 2. End class by leading the students in praying the Nicene
Questions and Words to Know from this chapter (see Creed (see Teacher’s Manual, p. 343).
Teacher’s Manual, p. 43).
3. Explain that because public revelation was fulfilled in Christ,
there is no more revelation necessary. Saint John the Evange-
list was the last first-hand witness of these truths, which he
recorded in his Gospel and in the Book of Revelation.
4. You may teach about the synoptic Gospels. Matthew,
Mark, and Luke share similar stories and likely shared infor-
mation in writing their texts. Although there are some dif-
ferences, these do not discredit their writings or the truths
contained therein. They provide various perspectives on the
same teachings for different audiences.
N J N y
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revelations imclude the most imporant mysier-
ies of our Faith. Among them are the Trmity,
the: Incamation, and the Eucharist

Source of Revelation

*Ciodd grackously amanged that the things he
had omce revealad Tor the salvation of all peo-
ples should remain in their entirety, through-
oul the apes. and be trassmined 1o all genera-
tions™ (W, 7). This sacred deposit of the Wond
of Giod has boen entrusted o the Charch,

There is only one single sacred deposit off
the Word of God. but from it flow both Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture, the Bible. It
is impornant to recognize that Tradition and
Scmplure are bound clesely 1ogether and com-
municase one with the other, “Sacred Scriptare
1% the speech of God as 1 s put down in writ-
img under the breath of the Holy Spirit. Tra-
dition ransmits in its entirety the Word of God
which has been entrusted to the apostles by
Christ the Lond and the Holy Spar™ (DY, 9
By means of Tradition, the books of the Bible
are ke b the Chanch, and the Seriplures ane
mare thoroughly understood and inberpreted.

Sacred Senipture, the Bible, 15 the wrilen
Word of God, It is made up of a collection of
books wrilten al various tinses by dilerent men
who wrote under God's inspiration. As we
kmow, il Bible is made up of the O1d Testa-
menl, which contains pre-Christiin revelation,
and the New Testamsen, which contains Chris-
tiam revelation.

The Mew Testament, however, does pot con-
tain all that Jesas did and said. In Bt the var-
ious books of the New Teslament were not
even begun until some twenty or thirty vears
after the death of Christ, The apostles began o
preach the message of Chrast first, and only
Imter wene some of these teachings commitied
1o writing. Scripture isell testifies wo the fact
that the Gospels do mot include all of Jesus®

words, At the end of his Gospel. St John says,
*. .. there are also many other things which Je-
sus didl; were every one of them to be written,
| suppose that the workd msell could nol contain
the books that would be writien™ (Jn 21:25)

What Jesus taught his apostles was passed
on to their disciples. For example, St Polycarp
of Smyrma, 5. [gnatius of Antioch, and St
Clemeni of Rome all lived during the last part
of the first cemtury and the beginning of the
secomd century, Because they were personally
taught by the apostles, they arc known as
Apostelic Fathers, Their writings contain
s of Jesus” ieachings that are sl explicitly
found in the New Testament

Orver the centurses many varad amd con-
tradiciory interpreiations. of the Bible have
arsen. Who had ihe authonty 1o decide which
was the right one? I is important 0 node that
the Church—whiche as we have seom was given
authority by Christ (8t 16:19) 1o settle all dis-
putes on canh—is the imerpreter of Sacred
Bcriplare. She is the custodian {or guardian ol
Seriphare and Tradition because she was prom-
ised the guidance of the Sparit of Truth,

The Second Vatican Council says, “Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture make up a sin-
gle deposit of the Word of God, which is en-
trusted 1o the Church™ (D, 10).

Creeds

An important writien expression of Tradi-
tion 15 Foursd ;n the creedls, or stalemenis of be-
lied, of the Church, These creeds ane summary
slaberments of the main docirines proposed for
beliel by the Church, The carlicst of these
dates hack 1o very carly times and is called the
Apoasries " Crred,

The Nicerwe Creed was formulated al the
coamncil of Wicaen and approved in its final form
at the council of Constantmople in the foanth
century, It is an expansion amd explanation of

e

e ™
26
N J
e ™
CHALK TALK: SOURCES OF REVELATION
ChalX Tl
N J
s ™
“It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, Sacred
Scripture and the teaching authority of the Church, in
accord with God’s most wise design, are so linked
and joined together that one cannot stand without the
others, and that all together and each in its own way
under the action of the one Holy Spirit contribute
effectively to the salvation of souls.”
—Dei Verbum 10
N J
Preview
In the next lesson, the students will learn about the Early
Church.
39



CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH

LESSON Two: EARLY CHURCH

Aims Materials
e N N
The students will learn that the Apostolic Fathers were * Activity Book, p. 14 Optional:
instructed by the apostles. * “Glorious things of thee are
spoken,” Adoremus
They will learn that creeds are formulations of the Faith, Hymnal, #563
written as summaries for the faithful transmission of the
Faith.
They will learn that ecumenical councils (gatherings of all
the bishops in union with the Pope) are called to clarify
Church teaching.
N /AN y

Begin

The apostles were taught by Christ. They were witnesses to

his life, deeds, miracles, teachings, death, Resurrection, and
Ascension. They were Christ’s closest followers, who knew him
and his revelation most intimately. They passed on what Christ

taught to his disciples. Some recorded their knowledge in the
Gospels to ensure its transmission. Note: Can we have Scripture
without Tradition? No! Scripture comes from Tradition.

Develop
e N
1. Read paragraphs 12—18. pret, and faithfully transmit the truth). The Magisterium
(Teaching Church) is the Pope and the bishops in union with
2. The apostles trained disciples in all that they knew to be him. They gathered together in what is called an ecumenical
revealed by Christ (many of these disciples were bishops in the council. This has certain requirements:
Early Church). The leaders of the Church were very faithful in * Universal invitation (all bishops invited)
transmitting the truths of Christ carefully and in their entirety. « Sufficient representation (most bishops attended)
The immediate disciples of the apostles are called the Apostolic * Papal authorization (Pope has the last word, and if the bish-
Fathers. ops are not in union with the Pope, they do not have author-
ity)
3. Review that Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition (the Word ~ Some doctrines clarified in ecumenical councils are: the Trin-
of God) were entrusted to the apostles (the leaders of the ity, the Incarnation, the Eucharist, and Mary as Mother of God.
Church) and, therefore, were entrusted to the Church to safe-
guard, interpret, and faithfully transmit. 5. From some of the councils, in which Church teaching was
clarified and our understanding of doctrine summarized, creeds
4. In the Early Church there was some confusion over various  were written to summarize our Faith and ensure that it is faith-
teachings and thus clarification was needed. Christians turned fully transmitted. Examples are the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene
to the Teaching Church (which has the duty to safeguard, inter- Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.
N y
Reinforce Conclude
e ™ e N
1. Have the students work on Activity Book p. 14. (see 1. Lead the students in singing “Glorious things of thee are
Teacher’s Manual, p. 47) spoken,” Adoremus Hymnal, #563.
2. Give the class time to work on the Memorization 2. End class by leading the students in praying the Nicene
Questions and Words to Know from this chapter (see Creed (see Teacher’s Manual, p. 343).
Teacher’s Manual, p. 43).
3. Have the students write summaries of the ecumenical
councils and their primary teachings. Each student can
research a different council and make a presentation for
the other students. Be sure the students understand the
importance and teachings of the first seven ecumenical
councils.
4. The students may research different creeds and compare
them.
N y N y
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revelations imclude the most important mysier-
ies of our Faith. Among them are the Trmity,
the: Incamation, and the Eucharist

Source of Revelation

*Ciodd grackously amanged that the things he
had omee revealad for the salvation of all peo-
ples should remain i their entirety, through-
oul the apes. and be rassmined 1o all genera-
ticns™ (W, 7). This sacred deposit of the Wond
af God has been entnusted vo the Charch,

There is only one single sacred deposit off
the: Word of God, but from it flow baoth Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture, the Bible. It
is impomant 1o recognize that Tradition and
Semplure are bound closely 1ogether and com-
manicase one with the other, “Sacred Scriphane
1% the spoech of God as 1 s put down in writ-
img under the breath of the Holy Spirit. Tra-
dition ransmits in is entirety the Word of God
which has been entrusted to the apostles by
Christ the Lord and the Holy Spart™ (DY, 9
By means of Tradition, the books of the Bible
are ke b the Church, and the Seriplures ane
mare thoroaghly understood and interpreted.

Sacred Senpture, the Bible, 15 the wrilen
Word of God, It is made up of a collection of
books wiillen a8 various [mses by diiTerent men
who wrote under God™s inspiration. As we
know, the Bible is made ap of the Od Testa-
menl, which contains pre-Christizn revelation,
and the New Testamseni, which contains Chris-
tiam revelation,

The Mew Testamen, however, does pot con-
tain all that Jesas did and said. In Bt the var-
ious books of the New Teslament were not
even begun until some twenty or thirty vears
after the death of Christ, The aposiles began in
preach the message of Chrast first, and only
Imter wene some of these teachings commitied
1o writing. Scriptune iisell testifies o the fact
that the Gospels do mot include all of Jesus'

words, At the end of his Gospel. St John says,
. . . there are also mamy other things which Je-
sus did; were every one of them to be written,
| suppose that the workd fsell could nol contain
the books that would be writien™ (Jn 21:25)

What Jesus taught his apostles was passed
on to their disciples. For example, St Polycarp
of Smyrma, 50 [gnatius of Antioch, and 31
Clemeni of Rome all lived during the last part
of the first cemtury and the beginning of the
secomd century, Because they were personally
taught by the apostles, they arc known as
Apaostoelic Fathers, Their writings contain
some of Jesus” seachings that are sol explicitly
found in the New Testanent

Orver the centurses many varad and con-
tradiciory interpreiations. of the Bible have
arsen. Wha had the authority 1o decide which
was the right one? I is important o node that
the Church—which, as we have seen was given
authority by Christ (M 16:19) 1o settle all dis-
putes on canh—is the interpeeter of Sacred
Scriplare. She is the custodian {or guardian) ol
Seriphare and Tradition because she was prom-
ised the guidance of the Sparit of Truth,

The Second Vatican Council says, “Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture make up a sin-
gle deposit of the Word of God, which is en-
trusted o the Church™ (DM, 107,

Creeds

An important writien expression of Tradi-
tion 15 Foursd ;n the creedls, or stalements of be-
lied, of the Church, These croeds ane summary
slabements of the main doctrines proposed for
beliel by the Church, The carliest of these
dates hack 1o very carly times and is called the
Apasties " Crped,

The Nicerw Creed was formulated al the
coamncil of Wicaen and approved in its final form
at the council of Constantimople in the founth
century, It is an expansion amd explanation of

-

ber of the sscraments, and the nature of the
Church. The decisions of ihese councils clar-
ify o define the teaching of the Church

Fathers and Doctors
of the Chureh

The writings of the Farhers and Dociors
of the Church are also written records of wil-
nesscs, The Fathers of the Charch arc santly
Christian writers of the early centuries of the
Chisrch wha ane recogninad as special witmness-
esof the Faith, Among the more well-known
are the following: Su. Athanasius, a bishop dur-
ing the fourth cemury who defended the doc-
tring that Christ was both God and man
agaimst the Anan heresy; S5 Ausgustineg, a bish-
op of the fourth century who converted afier

leading a life of greal sin and became one of

the greatest theologians in the Church: and 51,
Jeromez, a monk and a scholar during the fuarth
cenbury whao translated the Bible imto Latin, the
common lamguage of the people a1 thal time.

The Doctars of the Chureh are the saim-
Iy thealogians of any cenbary whose wrilings
are cutstanding in guiding the faithful a1 all
limes and whe have been recognized offical-
Iy a5 such by the Pope, One of the foremosi
amg these is the great Domanscan 51 Thom-
as Agquinas, who lived in lialy during the thir-
teenth century. Three women are indladed
among the Dociors; 51, Teresa of Avila, 51, Cath-
erme of Siena, amd 30, Thérese of Lisicus. To
help vou undersiand more about the Fathers
and Doctors, you might wanl 10 choose one
froam the list in this chapter and read about his
life.

The writings and decrees of individual
Popes ane another expression of the weachings
of Christ. Some of these ane known as encyeli-
cals, leiers sent by the Pope 10 the bishops
amd the faithful, expressing the leaching of
the Church on matsers of faith, morals, social
responsibility, and other important topics.

Uhver the cemiries, the fxiibifal have believed
a comsistent body of truth. The thoughts and

of it up until that time.

of the Church by Pope Leo X111

CARDINAL NEWMAN

John Henry Cardinal Mewman was born in England in 1801, He was an
Anglican scholar who founded the Oxford Movement in England in order to
reform the Anglican Church. [n many sermons, lectures, and books, Newman
expounded the “Anglo-Catholic™ position. One of his most important
works was a book entitled O the Development of Christian Doctrine, in
which he discussed how the Church’s understanding of her Faith decpens
over time. His discussion of this question was the most complete treatment

Eventually John Henry Mewman was led to the true Church of Christ through
his studies and his writings. Toward the end of his life he was made a cardinal

/ M\
the Apoatles” Creed. In the first erood, and in call them ecwmenica!, meanmng whale or world-
fact in the early days of the Church, most doc- wide, because they involve all the bishops
tnncs were slated in plain and simple lan- Ower the cemturies councils have frequemly
guage, Over the years guestions amd difficul- been called in response to controversies over
Nies arose comcerning nsany of these doctrines. hashe doctrines of the Faith, The councils have
The later creeds, particularly the Nicene, wene given the Church the oocasion (o explain more
written b explain mare fully some of these comphetely and accarsely cenain beliefs,
doctrines. The earliest controversies were over the

Trimity and the human and divine natares of
Councils Chnist. The Council of Nicas addressed these
A second wrillen expression of Tradithon questions. It is evident that when there was
is found in the sintemenis of the ccumenical a controversy there had 1o be an arbiter (or
councils of the Church, An ecumenical coun- umpire) 1o decide what the inac |c;|(hir|g WS,
cil is a gathering of bishops from all aroand Later councils addressed questions about
the workd 1o discuss matiers of concemn o the which books were in (et inspined and ths 1o
Church under the authority of the Pope. We be included in the Bible, the nature and nun-
The lists that follow contain some of the most important of the Fathers and
Doctors of the Church,
FATHERS OF THE CHURCH
5t. Ambrose 5t. Jerome
St Augusting St John Chrysostom
St Basil the Great S, John Damascene
5t. Benedict 5t. Leo the Great
St. Cyprian St Paulinus of Nola
5t. Gregory the Great 5t. Polycarp
St. Ignatius of Antioch
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH
5t Albert the Great 5t. Francis de Sales
St Alphonsus Liguori 5t. John of the Cross
5t. Anselm 5t. Peter Canisius
5t. Bernard of Clairvaux 5t. Robert Bellarmine
5t. Bonaventure 5t. Teresa of Avila
5t. Catherine of Siena 5t. Thérése of Lisieux
5t. Thomas Aquinas
N\ J
/ 1\
EARLY ECUMENICAL COUNCILS

* First Nicaea, 325: affirmed that Jesus is true
God (same substance as the Father).

 First Constantinople, 381: affirmed the divinity
of Holy Spirit.

» Ephesus, 431: proclaimed Mary Theotokos
(God bearer) and affirmed the unity of Jesus
as one Divine Person, even in the womb of
Mary.

+ Chalcedon, 451: affirmed that Jesus is one
Divine Person with two natures: human and
divine.

+ Second Constantinople, 553: affirmed Church
teaching on the Trinity and the Incarnation.

» Third Constantinople, 680-681: affirmed that
Jesus has two wills, human and divine, along
with his two natures, and that the human will,
although separate, submits in all things to his
divine will.

» Second Nicaea, 787: affirmed that worship is
due to God alone and that we can venerate
saints, relics, and sacred images.

N\ J

Preview
In the next lesson, the students will learn about the writ-
ings of the Church.
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH

LESSON THREE: CHURCH WRITINGS

Aims

Materials

-~ A
The students will learn that the writings of the Fathers

and Doctors of the Church are testimonies to the teach-
ings of the Church. Church Fathers were recognized as
special writers of the Faith. Church Doctors are saintly theo-
logians and teachers of any century.

They will learn that Popes have also written documents on
the Faith. Some of these documents are decrees or expres-
sions of the teachings of Christ, called encyclicals. The sen-
sus fidelium is the testimony of what the faithful have
believed over the centuries and what saints have thought,
meditated upon, and believed.

-~ N
* Activity Book, p. 15 Optional:
* “Glorious things of thee
are spoken,” Adoremus
Hymnal, #563

Begin

It is important for the Church to document what she believes.
Often the Church is of one accord. However, there are times
when new movements of thought that are contrary to the
truths of our Faith become popular. We must refer to the doc-

uments of the Church in order to understand the truths

of our Faith. For example, neo-gnosticism occasionally re-
surfaces in an immoral culture, but referring to Church writ-
ings, we can be protected from error.

Develop
- A
1. Read paragraphs 19-23 (up to Development of Doctrine). bishops and the faithful, expressing the teaching of the Church
on matters of faith and morals and other timely subjects.
2. Discuss the Church Fathers. They are saintly Christian
writers of the early centuries of the Church, who are recog- 5. Another form of Church Tradition is the sensus fidelium.
nized as special witnesses of the Faith. They often wrote This is the testimony of the faithful. It records what they
against heresies (false teachings) or helped people to better believed over the centuries, what saints have thought, medi-
understand the Faith. Have the students read the list of the tated upon, believed, etc. Included in this testimony are the
Fathers provided at right. actions and prayers of the faithful. The whole body of the
faithful who have an anointing from the Holy Spirit cannot
3. Discuss the Doctors of the Church. They are saintly theolo- err in matters of the Faith. This, however, is not limited to
gians of any century whose writings are outstanding in guid-  any one time, but through all times and in all places. This is
ing the faithful at all times and who have been recognized an important body of testimony for the Church.
officially by the Pope. There are three women Doctors of the
Church (Saint Thérése of Lisieux was recently named as 6. Assign each student a Father or Doctor of the Church to
such). A list is provided on p.45 of this manual. research. Each student should make a presentation of his
findings for the next class.
4. The Pope, by himself, can teach on matters of faith and
morals. Often popes write encyclicals—Iletters sent to the
\ J
Reinforce Conclude
- N A
1. Have the students work on Activity Book p. 15 (see 1. Lead the students in singing “Glorious things of thee
Teacher’s Manual, p. 47). are spoken,” Adoremus Hymnal, #563.
2. Give the class time to work on the Memorization 2. End class by leading the students in praying the Nicene
Questions and Words to Know from this chapter. Creed (see Teacher’s Manual, p. 343).
3. Have the students think of an example of the sensus fidei
and its importance in the Church. (marian doctrines are a
good example.)
4. Each student should choose an encyclical and explain it
to the class.
\ /AN J

b of the sscramends, and the natere of the
Church. The decisions of 1hese councils clar-
ify or define the teaching of the Church

Fathers and Doctors
of the Chureh

The writings of the Farbers and Dociors
of the Church are also written reconds of wit-
nesscs, The Fathers of the Charch are santly
Christian writers of the early centuries of the
Chisrch wha ane recognined as special wimess-
esof the Faith, Among the more well-known
are the following: Su. Athanasius, a bishop disr-
ing the fourth cemtury who defended the doc-
tring that Christ was both God and man
agaimst the Anan heresy; S5 Asgustine, a bish-
op of the fourth century who converted afier
leading a life of greal sin and became one of
the greatest theologians in the Churchs and 51,
Jeromez, a monk and a scholar during the furth
cenbury whao translated the Bible imto Latin, the
common language of the people a1 thal time.

The Doctars of the Chureh arc the sxim-
Iy thealogians of any cenbary whose wrilings
are outstanding in guiding the faithful a1 all
times and wha have boen recognized officaal-
Iy as such by the Pope. One of the foremast
among these is the greatl Domanican 51 Thom-
as Agquinas, who lived in lialy during the thir-
teenth century. Three women are included
among the Dociors; 51, Teresa of Avila, 51, Cath-
crme of Siena, amd 50, Thérese of Lisicux. To
help vou understand more about the Fothers
and Doctors, you might wanl o choose one
froam the list in this chapter and read about his
life.

The writings and decrees of individus]
Popes ane another expression of the teachings
of Christ. Some of these ane known as encyeli=
cals, leiners sent by the Pope 1o the bishops
amd the faithful, expressing the teaching af
the Church on matsers of faith, morals, social
responsibility, and other important lopics.

hver the cemiuies, the Fxitkfial have believed
a comsistent body of truth. The thoughts and

of it up until that time.

of the Church by Pope Leo XIIL

CARDINAL NEWMAN

John Henry Cardinal Mewman was born in England in 1801, He was an
Anglican scholar who founded the Oxford Movement in England in order to
reform the Anglican Church. In many sermons, lectures, and books, Newman
expounded the “Anglo-Catholic™ position. One of his most important
works was a book entitled O the Development of Christian Doctrine, in
which he discussed how the Church’s understanding of her Faith decpens
over time. His discussion of this question was the most complete treatment

Eventually John Henry Mewman was led to the true Church of Christ through
his studies and his writings. Toward the end of his life he was made a cardinal

writings of the saints, as well as the actions and
prayers of the faithful, are part of this sense of
the faithful, or semsus lidelium, for the rah
Their testimaomy does ot contradict the formal
teachings of the Church.

The Church teaches us that the “whale body
of the fanhkful who have an anoanting that
comes from the Holy One cannot err in mat-
ters of beliel. This characierislic is shown in
the: supemataral appreciation of the Faith (se-
s fieded ) of the whole poople, when, “from the
hishops o the last of the faithful” they mani-
lest a mniversal comsent im matters of fath and
marals” (LG, 121

Development of Doctrine

Ome last point remains Lo be made here
shout the teaching of the Church. Although
the deposit of Faith was completed with the
death of the last apostle, St John, our under-
standing of it has developad over the last twen-
ty centuries. We call this the development of
doctrine. This s the gradual unfoldng of the
meaning of mamy things that Christ revealed
b s, 1818 s development of doctrine thay
wi fimd in ihe councils of the Charch, the writ-
ings of the Fathers and Doctors, and the prac-
tical experience of the Faith among the faithful
of the Church. Since the Holv Spirit, who

continees b guide the Church, is the Sparit of

Tnath. amy further development can never be

and mever has been—in contradiciion 1o any
previous doctring, One example o illusirne
this 18 the definition of the doctrine of the [m-
magilate Conception of Our Lady., This dog-

trine is hinted at in Scripture (“Hail, full af
grace,” Lk 1:28), was defended by some of

the Dosctors of the Charch, and was part of the
senaus fldelinm for centurics, Yet it was naot
oflicsally declared until 1854, by Pope Pius
IX, I was mot 0 mew revelmiion, bgi miher an
unfoldmg of one doctrine over tme. Some-
thing that is implicit in a docirine becomes
explicit, or it can be the logieal consequence
af a doctrine.

In this ehaprer we have discussed the
sources of the Church™s teaching. In the next
chapier we will consider the authorty of the
Church, first, as il pertains o matters of doc-
trime and the waching of the Church and, see-
ond, as it pertains o matlers of discipling, the
governing of ihe Chusch

Waords io Know
revelation  Tradition  Sacred Scripture
Aposiolie Fathers  Fathers of the Church
Doctors of the Church  encyclical
serent fokefiunr  development of doctrine

O 1F Wit is a mopstery?

son (CCC 237),

. 12 Wit is the Apostles " Creed?
The Apostles” Creed is the summary and profession of faith in
the chicf mysteries and other truths revealed by God through
Jesus Christ (CCC 187, 194),

A mystery s o truth reveaked by God which is beyond our rea-
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™
MAJOR CHURCH FATHERS
0. 10 Wihar are the chief mysteries af Faith that we prafess in the St. Ambrose of Milan Hermas
f;:':’:,ﬂt,.mmﬁ o Pt e s e Creed e St. Athanasius St. Hilary of Poitiers
the Holy Trini?- and the Incarnation, Passion, death, and St. Augustine of Hippo  St. Ignatius of Antioch
R ion of Jesus Christ (CCC 189-90), .
DEEOY. S e : St. Basil the Great St. Irenaeus of Lyons
y
Q- 13 What is the deposit of Fuith? St. Benedict of Nursia  St. John Chrysostom
The deposit of Faith is all that is contained in Sacred Scripiure :
andd Sacred Tradition. handed on in the Church from the time St. John Cassian St. John of Damascus
of the Apostles, and from which the Magisterium draws all that i
it presents for belief as being revealed by God (CCOC B4-86). St. Clement .Of St. JU|IU.S I
Alexandria St. Justin Martyr
). 16 Whar is the developarent of docirine?
T ot o ok e s Gt it o St. Clem_ent I St. Le_o the Great
Giod's revelation through the study and prayer of believers and St. Cyprian of Novatian
the teaching of the Magisterium (CCC 66, 94), Carthage Origen
Q.17 What is the sensus fidei? St. Cyril of Jerusalem  St. Peter Chrysologus
The sersus fded is a supernitural appreciation of the Faith :
shown by universal consent in matters of Ffaith and morals, as Eusebius of Caeserea St. POcharp
expressed by the whole body of the faithful under the guidance St. Gregory of Nyssa Rufinus of Aquileia
PSR MApRTSL (052 92 e D) St. Gregory the Great  Tertullian
b LG Wihat is an ecumenical or geseral couneill?
An ecumenical or general council is n gathermg of all the bishops )
of the world with the consent of the Pope, to exercise their col-
leginl authority over the universal Church (OCC 884), .
Preview
O 00 What i an encyelical? N
encyclical 1 i 1 (Tl he Pope and .
3:. :ﬂ:; f:;.i: ,i"ff:ﬁ'ﬁﬁ;'ﬂﬁ; SRt m;:,:f, In the next lesson, the students will learn about the devel-
matter. (CCC 892). opment of doctrine.
Y,
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH

LESSON FOUR: DEVELOPMENT OF DOCTRINE

Aims

Materials

-~ A
The students will learn that the deposit of Faith was
completed with the death of Saint John; however, our
understanding of the deposit of Faith has developed over

the last two millennia. This growth in the Church’s under-
standing is called the development of doctrine which is the
gradual unfolding of the meaning of the truths Christ has
revealed to us.

/ A
* Activity Book, p. 16 Optional:
* “Glorious things of thee
are spoken,” Adoremus
Hymnal, #563

Begin

b of the sscramends, and the natere of the
Church. The decisions of 1hese councils clar-
ify or define the teaching of the Church

Fathers and Doctors
of the Chureh

The writings of the Farhers and Dociors
of the Church are also written reconds of wit-
nesscs, The Fathers of the Charch arc santly
Christian writers of the early centuries of the
Chusreh wheo are pocognased as special witness-
esof the Faith, Among the more well-known
ane the following: S5 Athanasius, a bishop dur-
ing the fourth cemury who defended the doc-
trine that Christ was both God and man
agaimst the Anan heresy; S5 Ausgustineg, a bish-
op of the fourth century who converted afler
leading a life of greal sin and became one of
the preatest thealogians in the Charchs; and 51,
Jeromez, a monk and a scholar during the fuarth
cenbury whao translated the Bible imto Latin, the
common lamguage of the people a1 thal time.

The Doctars of the Chureh arc the sxim-
Iy heologians of any cenlury whose wrilings
are outstanding in guiding the faithful a1 all
limes and who have been necognized offical-
Iy as such by the Pope. One of the foremosi
among these 1% the great Domanscan 51 Thom-
as Aqquinas, who lived in linly during the thir-
teenth century. Three women are indladed
amang the Dociors: 51, Teresa of Avila, 51, Cath-
erine of Siena, amd 31 Therése of Lisicus. To
help vou understand more shout the Fathers
and Dexctors, you might waml 10 choose one
froem the list in this chapter and read about his
life.

The writings and decrees of individus]
Popes ane another expression of the teachings
of Christ. Some of these are known as encyeli-
cals, lemers sent by the Pope 1o the bishops
amd the faithful, expressing the leaching of
the Church on matiers of Taiih, morals, social
responsibility, and ather important topics.

Ohver the cemiuries, the Fxiibifial have believed
a comsistend body of truth. The thoughts and

of it up until that time.

of the Church by Pope Leo XIIL

CARDINAL NEWMAN

John Henry Cardinal Mewman was born in England in 1801, He was an
Anglican scholar who founded the Oxford Movement in England in order to
reform the Anglican Church. In many sermons, lectures, and books, Newman
expounded the “Anglo-Catholic™ position. One of his most important
works was a book entitled O the Development of Christian Doctrine, in
which he discussed how the Church’s understanding of her Faith decpens
over time. His discussion of this question was the most complete treatment

Eventually John Henry Newman was led to the true Church of Chast through
his studies and his writings. Toward the end of his life he was made a cardinal

writings of he saints, as well as the actions and
pravers of the faithful, are part of this sense of
the faithful, or semsus fidelinm, for the nah
Their testimaony does nol contradict the formal
teachings of the Church.

The Church teackes us that the “whale body
of the fankful whoe have an anoanting that
comes from the Holy One cannot err in mat-
ters of beliel. This characiensiie is shown in
the supemataral appreciation of the Faith {sewe-
sies fickei) of the whole people, when, “from the
hishops o the last of the faithful” they mani-
lest a mniversal comsent in matters of ath and
marals” (LG, 121

Development of Doctrine

e last point remains o be made here
shout the teaching of the Church. Although
the deposit of Faith was completed with the
death of the last apostle, St John, our under-
standling of it has developad over the last twen-
ty centuries. We call this the development of
doctrine. This s the gradual unfolding of the
meaning of mamy things that Christ revealed
o us. 008 this development of dectrne that
wi fimd in ihe councils of the Charch, the writ-
ings of the Fathers and Doctors, and the prac-
tical experience of the Faith among the: faithful
of the Church. Since the Holy Spirit. wha

continees b guide the Church, is the Sparit of
Trwth. amy furiber development can never be
and mever has been—in contradiction 10 any
previous doctring. One example to illusirie
this 18 the definition of the doctrine of the Im-
magculate Conception of Our Lady. This dog-
trine is hinted at in Scripture (“Hail, full af
grace,” Lk 1:28), was defended by some of
the Dosctors of the Charch, and was part of the
s el for cenfures, Yet it was mot
oflicsally declared until 1854, by Pope Pius
1X, I was mot 0 mew revelmiion, boi miher an
unfoldmg of one doctrine over lme. Some-
thing that is implicit in a doctrine becomes
explicit, or it can be the logical consequenos
of a doctrine,

In this ehapler we have discussed the
sources of the Church™s teaching. In the next
chapier we will consider the ambority of the
Church, first, as il pertains o matters of doc-
trime and the eaching of the Church and, sec-
ond, as it pertains o matlers of discipline, the
governing of the Church,

Wards i Kunow:
revelation  Tradition  Sacred Scripture
Aposiolie Fathers  Fathers of the Church
Doctors of the Church  encyclical
sereeiet fideliwm  development of doctrine

O LF Wit is o nopstery?

son (CCC 237),

0. 12 Wit is the Apostles” Creed?
The Apostles” Creed is the summary and profession of faith in
the chief mysteries and other truths revealed by God through
Jesus Christ (CCC 187, 194),

A mystery 15 o truth reveaked by God which is beyond our rea-

-~ N
Review the deposit of the Word of God and its communica- Review other Church writings as means of understanding
tion through Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. This is our Faith throughout time and in all places.
entrusted to the teaching Church, the Magisterium.
Review the Apostolic Fathers, councils, and creeds that help
us to clarify our beliefs and transmit them to the faithful.
\ J
Develop
-~ A
1. Read paragraphs 24-25, as well as the inset box on this person we call mom is the same person who dreams of
Cardinal Newman (to the end of the chapter). her child’s wedding and children, loves her spouse and chil-
dren, etc. All of this is what we mean by “mom” or “dad.”
2. Explain that the deposit of Faith was completed with the
death of Saint John; however, our understanding of the 3. The development of doctrine relies upon the sources of
deposit of Faith has developed over the last two millennia. revelation as interpreted by the Magisterium, upon the
This is called the development of doctrine: the gradual Apostolic Fathers, Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and
unfolding of the meaning of the truths that Christ revealed the sensus fidelium.
to us. To demonstrate this, explain that we all know our
mothers. However, we grow in our understanding of their love 4. Review the box on Cardinal Newman in the student text.
through the sacrifices they make and their displays of this love  The students should appreciate the importance of his work
(e.g., affection, gifts, ongoing support, etc.). As we grow on the development of doctrine.
older, we also learn about our parents’ relationship (how
they met, how they fell in love, etc.) and who they are 5. Have the students make their presentations on the Fathers
individually (hobbies, dreams, etc.). Although our under- and Doctors of the Church. They may dress up for their pre-
standing of our parents is growing, they have not changed sentations, or play a game, such as name that Doctor or
(and in some way we already knew these things). We simply  Father.
learned to communicate or articulate what we already knew:
\ J
Reinforce Conclude
- N A
1. Have the students work on Activity Book p. 16 (see 1. Lead the students in singing “Glorious things of thee
Teacher’s Manual, p. 47). are spoken,” Adoremus Hymnal, #563.
2. Give the class time to work on the Memorization 2. End class by leading the students in praying the Nicene
Questions and Words to Know from this chapter and to Creed (see Teacher’s Manual, p. 343).
prepare for the quiz and unit test.
3. The students may study the Immaculate Conception as
an example of the development of doctrine.
\ J o\ J
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e
DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH
. L0 Wit are the chief mysteries of Faith that we profess in e (a” s Sa|ntS)
ﬁ:ﬂ*’: . R e oo Albert the Great Gregory the Great
& CELIE Illj'itl.'llﬁﬂ gill WE prolcss in ore 5 o . g
the Holy Trinity and the Incamation, Passion, death, and Alphonsus Liguori Hilary of Poitiers
Rosyrroction of Josus Christ (CCC 189-50). Ambrose of Milan Isidore of Seville
Q. 15 What is the deposit of Faith? Anselm of Canterbury Jerome
The deposit of Faith is all that is contained in Sacred Seripiure
e Sased Tradition. Al s Anthony of Pac!ua John Chrysostom
of the Apostles, and from which the Magisterium draws all that Augustine of Hippo John Damascene
it presents for belief as being revealed by God (CCC B4-86). Basil the Great John of the Cross
0. 16 What is the develapment of doctrine? . Venerable Bede Lawrence of Brindisi
The development of doctrine is the growth in understanding o . . .
Cieit'y rieveliion hroeigh i atiady s okt of bellviou i Bernard of Clairvaux Peter Canisius
the teaching of the Magisterium (OCC 66, 94), Bonaventu re Peter Damlan
0. 17 Wiar is the sensus fidei? Catherine of Siena Robert Bellarmine
The sensus flofed is a supermatural sppreciation of the Faith Cyri| of Alexandria Teresa of Avila
shown by universal consent in matters of faith and moruls, as i . . . .
expressed by the whole body of the faithful under the guidance Cyril of Jerusalem Thérése of Lisieux
of the Magisterium (CCC 92-93, §59). Francis de Sales Thomas Aquinas
b LG Wihat is an ecumenical or geseral couneill? L )
An ecumenical or general council is n gathermg of all the bishops
of the world with the consent of the Pope, to exercise their col- .
legial authority over the universal Church (CCC 884), Preview
e ™\
O 00 What i an encyelical? , :
A encyclinal it s yiionil letsr writtn by the Pope s 4ent fo In the next lesson, the students’ understanding of the
the whole L‘hmi: 1o express Church tesching on some important material covered in this chapter will be reviewed and
mosce (GG 92). assessed. There will be a quiz and unit test.
N Y,
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CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT

Aims

The students’ understanding of the material cov-
ered in this chapter will be reviewed and

assessed.

Materials

p
* Quiz 4, Appendix,
p. A-4

Optional:

* “Glorious things of
thee are spoken,”
Adoremus Hymnal,
#563

Review and Enrichment

-

Doctors of the Church.

councils.

doctrine.

1. The students should understand God’s revela-
tion. They must know the definition of revelation,
the periods of revelation, the sources of revela-
tion, and to whom revelation has been entrusted.

2. The students should be able to identify the
Apostolic Fathers, the Church Fathers, and the

3. The students should be able to write out one of
the Church’s creeds from memory.

4. The students should know the number of coun-
cils. They should know from memory the names,
dates, and doctrines taught in the first seven

5. The students should be able to give a biogra-
phy of either a Father or Doctor of the Church.

6. The students should be able to explain encycli-
cals, the sensus fidelium, and the development of

46

CHAPTER FOUR: THE TEACHING CHURCH
AcCTIVITY BOOK ANSWER KEYS

4 N\
Name:
The Teaching Church Quiz 4
Part I: Matching.
4 Y4 N
1. d men personally taught by the apostles a. revelation
2. g letter written by the Pope about Church teaching b. Sacred Scripture
3. a communication by God to humanity ¢. Tradition
4. h growing in our understanding of God’s revelation d. Apostolic Fathers
5. b the written Word of God e. Doctors of the Church
6. ¢ teachings of Jesus passed on to his followers f. Fathers of the Church
7. | statement of belief g. encyclical
8. e holy theologians of Christian doctrine h. development of doctrine
9. f Christian writers of the early centuries of the Church i. creed
- AN J
Part II: Answer in complete sentences.
1. What do Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition have in common?
They are sources of God's revelation to man, which is safequarded by the
Church, the custodian of Scripture and Tradition.
2. What is a Father of the Church?
A Father of the Church is a Christian writer of the early centuries whose
writings and teachings are the earliest expressions of the Tradition of the
Church.
3. What is a Doctor of the Church?
A Doctor of the Church is a saint whose writings are acknowledged by the
Church for their enduring theological and spiritual value.
4. What is an ecumenical council?
An_ecumenical council is a gathering of the bishops from all around the
world—under the authority of the Pope—to discuss matters of concern to
the Church.
A-4 Faith and Life Series * Grade 8 * Appendix A
N J
Assess
4 2\
1. Distribute the quizzes and read through them with the students
to be sure they understand the questions.
2. Administer the quiz. As they hand in their work, you may orally
quiz the students on the Memorization Questions from this chapter
(see Teacher’s Manual, p. 45).
3. After all the quizzes have been handed in, review the correct
answers with the class.
N J
Conclude
4 2\
1. Lead the students in singing “Glorious things of thee are spo-
ken,” Adoremus Hymnal, #563.
2. End class by leading the students in praying the Nicene Creed
(see Teacher’s Manual, p. 343).
N J

4 A

Name: Name:

Revelation Creeds and Councils

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Who comprises the living voice of the Church? 1. What is a creed?

The living voice of the Church is A creed is a statement of belief.
comprised of the Pope, bishops
priests and laity.

2. What is revelation? 2. What is the Apostles’ Creed?

Revelation is communication by The Apostles’ Creed is the earliest summary of the Church's
God to man regarding the beliefs.
truths about himself.

3. When did public revelation begin and end? 3. What is the Nicene Creed?

Public revelation began with Adam and Eve and ended with The Nicene Creed is an expansion and explanation of the
St. John. Apostles' Creed. Tt was formed at the Council of Nicaea.

4. Who is the source of revelation? 4. Why were creeds written?

The Word of God is the source of revelation. Creeds are written to explain more fully, and in better
detail, some of our doctrines.

5. In what two ways is the Word of God passed on to us? 5. What is an ecumenical council?

The Word of God is passed on to us through Sacred Tradition An_ecumenical council is a gathering of bishops from all over
and Sacred Scripture. the world to discuss Church matters under the authority of
the Pope.

6. What is Sacred Tradition? 6. What is discussed at ecumenical councils?

Sacred Tradition is the entirety of the Normally, controversies over doctrine are discussed and more
Word of God, which has been entrusted completely and accurately stated at ecumenical councils.
to the apostles by Christ the Lord and
the Holy Spirit.
7. What is Sacred Scripture?
Sacred Scripture is the Bible, the
written Word of God.

Faith and Life Series » Grade 8 * Chapter 4 * Lesson 1 13 14 Faith and Life Series * Grade 8 * Chapter 4 * Lesson 2
S J
4 A

Name: Name:

Our Heritage of Faith Development of Doctrine

Write descriptions of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church below: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

Fathers of the Church: 1. What is sensus fidelium?

. Sensus fidelium means "the sense of the faithful" and refers

Answers will vary. : : "

to what the faithful have believed over the centuries.

2. What is sensus fidei?
Sensus fidei is the fact that the whole body of the faithful
cannot err in matters of belief when they manifest a universal
consent in matters of faith and morals.

3. What are encyclicals?
Encyclicals are letters by the Pope to bishops and the faithful
expressing the teaching of the Church on faith, morals, social
responsibilities, and other important topics.

4. Explain the development of doctrine. Do the truths of the Church change?

Doctors of the Church: The development of doctrine is the gradual unfolding of the

meaning of many things Christ revealed to us, making explicit
what was already understood implicitly. The truths of the
Church do not change.

5. Using the example of the Immaculate Conception, explain the process of the
development of doctrine?
Answers will vary, but should be based on p. 30 of the stu-
dent text.

Faith and Life Series * Grade 8 * Chapter 4 * Lesson 3 15 16 Faith and Life Series * Grade 8 * Chapter 4 * Lesson 4
S J
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