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come join us in santa clara on wednesday, june 3 for a one-
time opportunity to hear what two of the greatest novelists 

of this generation have to say about craft, faith, art, and more!
piers paul read, the award-winning British novelist and play-

wright, and ron Hansen, the american novelist, essayist and pro-
fessor, are both catholic writers creating art in the contemporary 
world. this is a rare chance to learn and be inspired by these two 
great men of letters.

dr. richard sonnenshein, ph.d., will moderate and lead the con-
versation, which will conclude with a question-and-answer session. 
Both writers’ latest novels will be available for purchase at this event.

the death of a pope 
is a novel that intertwines 
real-life events with fiction 
in an account of an attempt 
to destroy the papacy. 

eXIles is a novel about 
the life of the jesuit poet 
Gerard Manley hopkins 
and the wreck of the 
Deutschland,  a tragedy 
which inspired one of hop-
kins’ greatest poems.

novelist and playwright piers paul 
read was born in Beaconsfield, 

england on March 7, 1941. he was 
educated by Benedictine Monks at 
ampleforth college, york and also 
at st. john’s college, cambridge. his 
non-fiction includes Alive: The Story of 
the Andes Survivors, an account of the 
aftermath of a plane crash in the an-
des which has sold five million copies 
worldwide and was later adapted as 
the film Alive; The Templars, a history 
of the crusades; and Alec Guinness: 
The Authorised Biography, a profile of 
the acclaimed late actor.

his first novel was published in 1966. More recent novels 
include On the Third Day, A Patriot in Berlin, and Alice in Exile.

piers paul read is a fellow of the royal society of literature, 
and a member of the council of the society of authors. he has 
also written a number of television plays, and several of his novels 
have been adapted for film and television. he lives in london.

ron Hansen was born in oma-
ha, nebraska and educated at 

creighton university, the university 
of Iowa’s writers workshop, and at 
stanford university, where he held 
a wallace stegner creative writing 
fellowship. he is the Gerard Manley 
hopkins, s.j. professor in the arts 
and humanities at santa clara.

he has received fellowships from 
the Michigan society of fellows, the 
national endowment for the arts, 
the john simon Guggenheim foun-
dation, and the lyndhurst founda-
tion, and was presented with an award in literature from the 
american academy and Institute of arts and letters.

hansen’s seven novels include The Assassination of Jesse James 
by the Coward Robert Ford, which was made into a film of the same 
name, and Atticus, a finalist for the national Book award. his lat-
est novel is Exiles.
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